


An increasing number of kings in South India began to 
patronise Jainism after the fifth century A.D. In the North too, 
traditional Hinduism was on the decline, especially after Harsha 
embraced Buddhism. The revival of Hinduism was made possible 
not only by the great intellectual debates of Shankaracharya in 
the eighth century A.D., but also by the emotional content 
provided by the Bhakti (devotion) movement of the Nayanars, 
the Shaiva saints, and the Alvars, the Vaishnava saints. 

Like Buddhism and Jainism, the Bhakti movement advo- 
cated an egalitarian outlook, teaching that all those who 
worship the Lord are equal in His eyes. Both the Nayanars and 
the Alvars were simple-hearted devotees. They expressed their 
feelmgs in songs which are easy to comprehend and yet deeply 
moving. 

The story of Kannappa Nayanar is told in the Periya Puranam 
in Tamil. In preparing this Amar Chitra Katha, material has also 
been drawn from the Kannada prose work, Ragale by Harihara. 
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KANNAPPA 


IT VMS THE CU5TOM OF THE HUNTERS OF UPUPPUR, IH PNC/EMT TAMIL NADU, TO BE6IN 
THE DAV WITH PRATERS TO LORD MURU6AN.*\ 




* ANOTHER. NAME FOR LORP KARTTIKEYA (5ON OF SHIVA) ALSO KNOWN AS SUBRAHMAMA 


ONE PAW, THE HUNTERS, LED BY HASAN, 
TOOK THE FOREST BY STORM, BEAT/NO 
THE/R PRUMS LOUDLY. 


EACH PAY, NAS AN, THEtR CHIEF, 
INVOKED THE BLESSI NS S OF THE 
LORD FOR HIS TR/BE. ■■■ - —— 































omar chitra katho 


TERR/F/ED 3Y THE P/N, THE AN/MÅLS CAME OUT OF H/D/NG AND BE6AN TO RUN 




WH/LE THE HUNTERS FOLLOWED, SHOOT/NQ ARROWS AND HURL/NG SPEARS AT THEM. 




MANY AN/MALS FELL, 
V/CT/MS OF- THE 
WELL-A/MEP ARROWS 
AND SPEARS . ITT — 77 


TAKE THELSE 
TO THE 
VILLAGE. 


































BUT 50ME AMMALS ESCAPED THIS) CKUEL FATE . 


PON’T HARM THE PEER AND THE 
BABY ELEPHANT.CAPTURE THEM. 
THEY WJLL MAKE 6000 PLAV- 
V. MATE5 TOR OUR CH ILPREN. ^ 
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*5 THE CHILDREN PL/F/ED WITH THE CAPTHRED FNtMflLS IN FRONT OF 










































KANNAPPA 




HE LATER CAME TO BE KNOWN 
AS KANNAPPA. 


NAGAN WAS SHOWN H/S NEW- 


BORN SON . 
/ MERE.HOLD 


HE 15 

STRONG -L/MBED 
WE’LL NAME 
HIM TINNAN. 


VOuR LOVELV 
. 50N. 


~“£ € KRAVERS WERE ANSWEREP. 50ME 
—*£ LAT ER — 


• SON has been 

SORN TO OC1R 



*■ GREAT JOV, THE HUNTERS CELEBRATEP THE B/RTH OF THE CH/EF’S HE/R. 
~-£r PANCEP W/TH ABANDON, TO THE RHYTHM/C BEAT OF PRUMS. 
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TINNAN QRLW UNDER. THE LOVINQ CARE OF HIS PARENTS 


extraorpinary. 


































kannappa 



ARMEP WITH ST1CKS AND STONES } THE BOVS SET OUT FOR THE FOREST — 1 j 

( look,tiger")|(. 

llf LET’S CATCH > f Ju*/ / // 

\CUBS>\ Mk 

i/Vthem 

iv/ L ta$ ’ir# fc sV- / ' 1 

sk 



r(i Bf* i 

WmBS ■ -■ j! jd* AWffi.-'fr dOM 

mLjmjkr'y: , ; , ‘WÆt', 



THE BOVS MERE SHOCKED AT 
TINNAN'S SUGGESTION- 


THERE’S NOTHING 
TO VUORRV fi&OlA T. 
I'LL FETCH THE 
. CUB5. 


BUT THE1R MOTHER 
MU5T BE AROUND 
SOMEWHERE. WE'LL 
BE DONE FORJF y 
5HE RETURNS. S 
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WHEN NAGAN AND HiE> MEN RETURNED TNAT EVEN/NG THEY WERE IN FOR A PLEASANT 

„ v x ti — — f - i SURPRISE. 

FATHER, VOUVE BROUQHT V ' ' 1 

BACK A PEAD TIGER.BUT, 

LOOK,WE’VE BROUGHT 
BACK LIVE ØNE6 



































KANNAPPA 



AFTER PR AV IH G 70 LORD MURUGAN, 
T/NNAN TOUCHEP H/5 GURU’5 FEET. 


NAG AN SENT FOR AN OLO HUNTER. 


VOU ARE OLD AND 
WISE.AND AN EXPERT 
IN ARCHERY. PLEA5E 
V TEACH MV SON. y 


MAY -YØU BRING H<3NDUR 
TO VOUR CLAN AND j 
TO yOUR FAT HER’S it 
^ NAME. 


GLADLY.TlNNANj 
WILL MAKE A 
WORTHY PUPILyj 


WHEN y OU TAKE AIM 
YOU MUST LOOK O N LY 
AT THE TARGET AND BE 
BLIND TO EVERVTHING 
ELSE. 


AlM YOUR ARROW 
AT THE WGØPEN 
BIRD HUNG H:GH 
UP ON THE TREE. 


I UNDERSTAND. 
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KAN NAPPA 



4 | SUDDENU/- 


TINNflN HAS KILL5D 
^THE TIGER f J 




NOW WE /MUST CAPTURE 




A^JTHE ELEPHANTS^y ^ ^' 



pvw\Ji rj \Jh 

L é Jsip 
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THE FRI6HTENEP ELEPHANTS RAN ABOUT 
BUNPLV... |- ggfrtZ T- 


7HEN TfiE'i BLEW THE/R HORNS 
ARP BEAT THE/R PRUMS, MAKING 
A TERRIBLE PIN. I- 


AND FELL /NTO THE PITS> 




*!, i 
































TINN AN AND HIS FRIEND S BADE THE 
GRATEFUL VILLAGERS FARE WELL... 


THANK VOU, VOUNG CHIEF- 


' TAME THE N 
ELEPHANT5.THEV 
WILL BE II5ERJL 

Ww to vou. 




T/NNAN AS THE/R CHIEF. 


THE HUNTERS WERE HAPPV TO 






HffSfl M 


W^' ’<uu . mi* 

m L \ \\ 1 v •'i 

/1• \\I v Jv 

Iw y ^‘ÆvM 


/r^CTORV^X^H 

l/TO TINN AN A ( 

LONG LIVE^ ' 

. tinnan! ) S 


1 ft OT 

| f r \ s~Mr^> )/- V» 

—l / 
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THE YEARS ROLLEO BY. ONE 
MORNING T/NNAN MENT TO 
THE FOREST WtTH HIS 
COMPANIONS, NANAN ANP 

YOU HAVE SET ^ 
uj v / THE SNARES VERY 
WLcLEVERLY,TINNAN y 


fWE WILL CØME BACK 
AT NOON AND SEE IF 

lANV an/mals have 

gV BEEN TRAPPED. y 


AT NOON, WHEN THEV RETURN EP 


HURRY UP! IT IS 
TEARINQ DOWN 
THE SNARE. . 


LOOK.A BOAR HAS 
BEEN CAUSHT IN 
s^THE SNARE. V 




BEFORE THEV COULP REACH H/Ni, THE BOAR HAP BROREN LOOSEANP HAP 
ESCAPEP. THE THREE HUNTERS FOLLOWEP IN CLOSE PURSUtT. i- 











































TINN AN F/NALLH OUERTOOK THE BOAR 




TIMIAN ANP H/S COMPAN/ONS STOPPEP TO REST AT THE FOOT OF THE KALAHAS77 
H/LL . KAPAN UT A F/RE TO ROAST THE BOAR. I-T-ST-- ÆKM 


l’LL GO WITH 
/QU TO FETCH 
SOME WATER. 


1 AM THJRSTY, 
. NANAN. 


* !N ANDMRA PRRPESH 


































AS THE TM/O CLIMBEP THE HILL — 


SUPPEN Li HE BROKE /NTO A RUN. 


TINNAN 15 RUNNING 
TO THE TEMPLE OF 
LORP 5HIVA. IS 
HE IN 56 (CH A 



















































iSgr BUT VOU MU5T ^ 
BE HUNGRY. I ’LL 60 

and get you 

UZ^SOME FOOD. A 






























































































wm THE MEAT/N H/5 HÅNDS AND 
FLOWERS /N H/5 HA/R, HE WENTON. 


A6A/N HE5TOPPED WHEN HE SAW 
A 5TREAM. I— 


^ I MAD FØRGOTTEN 
ABOUT THE WATER.. HOW 
5HALLI CARRy IT? OF 
1 COUR5E,)N MVMØØTH., 


THEN HE PECORATED THE L/NGA W/TH 
THE FLOWERS FROM H/S HEAD AND 
PLACED THE MEAT BEFORE THE LORD. 


WHEN HEREACHED THE TEMPLERNE 
BATHED THE L/N6A W/TH THE WATER 
FROM H/e MOUTH. j-rn 


' LØRP, I HAVE BRØUGHT 
VOU THE TA5TIEST PJECE 
OF MEAT. PLEASE 
v ACCEPT *T. 















































TINNAN, LET'5 
GO HOME. ir5 
vGETTING LATE. 


ICANNOT 
LEAVE THE LORD 
HERE ALONE AND 
UNPROTECTED. 
l VOUGOHOME. ( 
i MY PLACE 16 By 
A HI5S1DE. v 


MEANWH/LE, H/5 FRIENDE) WHO HAD 
FINISHED THE/R MEAL,dO!NED HtM. 


HIS FRI EN DS HAD TO RETURN WITHOUT 
TINN AN WHO STOOD GUARD OUTSIDE 
THE 7EMPLE TO PROTECT THE LORD 
FROM W/LP AN!MÅLS . 



WHEN THE'i REACHED THEiR VIL LAGE 


WHERE 15 
TINNAN? 


HE REFU6ED 
TO COME 
BACK. 






























































WHEN NAQAN REACHED THE TEMPLE, 
HE FOUND H/5 50N STAND/NG GUARP 
OUT5IDE THE TEMPLE . 


MV 50N ! WHAT HA5 COME 
OVER VOU P WOUR MOTHER 
16 FRETTING FOR VOU. 
LET U6 GO HOME. 




500N /TIVAS PAV-BREAK. 
TINNAN ENTEREP THE TEMPLE. 


r LORD, i can't ^ 
BEAR TO BE SEPARAT¬ 
ED FROM VOU. VET 
I HAVE GOT TO GO 
OUT TO HUNT ANP 
IfoJJRlNG VOU FOOD. > 











































IN T/NNAN’S ABSENCE THE PR/EST OF 
THE TEMPLE ARR/VEP .HE MAS SHOCKEO 
TO SEE THE OFFER/NQS OF MEAT JN THE 
TEMPLE. I-\-- 


I PROMISE TO 
BE BACK SOON. 


LORD OF ALL LORDS, 
WHO HAS DEFILEP Å 
WOUR SHRINE? f 
HE MUST BE / 
PUNISHEPf S i 


THE PR/EST STARTEO CLEANING THE 

shr/ne. i - irrn—- 


THEN HE WENT TO THE LANE TO BATHE. 















































• -AND G AT HERED FLOWERS FOR HIS 


















































THE PR/EST THEN LEFT JUST AS TINNAN, UNNOT/CED 
BH H/M , RETURNED TO THE TEMPLE. f - - j 




HE REMOVED THE FLOVJER OFFERtNG 
OF THE PR!EST AND STARTED HIS I— 
WORSHIP. i--—- 1 


f (/ MV LORD! 

W TOOPH I VE 
V BROUQHT VOU 
L MEAT COOKEP 

\SsJN honev ! , 


IW 





























ANP ONCE AGAIN HE SET ABOUT 
PURtFVING THE SHR/NE . .- 



THUS IT HAPPENED THAT EVERV DAV, 
TtNNAN AND THE PR/EST ALTER HATELV 
OFFEREP WORSHiP. 



MEANWH/LE AT RA/LAS, THE ABOPE OF LORD SHIl/A 
AND PARUAT/ — 


OF THE TWO, 

WHO 15 VOUR 
FflVOURlTE DEVOTEE 
LORD?THE H0L7 
BRAHMAN WHO HA6 
FAITH FULLY WOR- 
SHIPPEP WOU ALL 
HIS LIFE— OR THE 
UHCOUTH 
HUNTER? 













































OR NAS THE BENEVOLENT 
LORD OPENED HIS EVES IN 
APPRECIATION OF My 
SERVICE P 


WHEH THE PRIEST CAME 70 THE SHRINE 
ON THE MORNlNG OF THE 5/X7H PAY— 


THE PRIEST BOWEP LOW BE FORE 
THE LORP. | - 


WHEN HE RAI5EP HtMSELF — 










































THIS IS SOMETHING 
UNHEARD OFJSOME 
DISASTER IS 
LIKELY TO 
\ HAPPEN I l*P 
, X BETTER go. 


A FEW MINUTES LATER 
T/NNAN ARRI VED. 


WHO HAS HURT 
VOU ? VOU /MUST 
^BE IN PAIN 1 y 


r MY LORD, 
YOUR EYE IS 
BLEEDING! . 






































xan- &e aff 

-Orø. 3EAR TI 
=TRA ajhile.i 

5^:K 500N 


... ANP RETURNED W/TH HERBS, OF 
WH/CH NE PREPAREP A PASTE. TN/S 
HE APPUEP TO THE AFFECTED EVE. 


HE WENTOUT ... 



THE BLEEPING HASN’T 
STOPPED. WHAT SHALL 
I DO TO RELIEVE YOUR 
5UFFERING, LORD P > 




VNNAN OOUOEP OUT ONE OF 
H/S EVES • • •_1- 


AH, MY EYE! 
LORD, I WILL 
GIVE YOU MV 
V EVE- v 



































































HE HESITATED FOR A MOMENT. 


T/NNAN FOUNO A MAY OUT . HE PLACEP 



AS HE GOT READY TO TAKE OUT THE 



* EYE-SAINT 



THE NEKT MOMENT, TJNNAN'S 5/GHT WAS 
FULLY RESTOREP. HE STOOP IV/TH FOLP- 
EP HANP5 BEFORE H/5 BELOVEP MASTER. 

PEERLESS KANNAPPA* 
COME WITH ME TO 
KAILA6,WHERE YOU 
SHALL EVER BE BY 
MY SIPE. 

































GRANPMA, 
TELL ME 
v A STORV. 


ALL 

RISWT. 


BED TIME 
- STORY 


tha T’s 


LONG LONGAGCy 
THERE LA/EP 
A HINS CALLEP t 
PASWARATHA.^ 


RIGHT. BUT 

how pipyou, 
know? y 
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